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| Speeches of Lord Nugent and HTion. John 


Bright, M. P. 


Twenty-five per cent. added 
We mentioned, week before last, 


that a great meet- 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


‘ing had been held in Exeter Hall, London, 


the abolition of Capital Punishment. 


to promote 


We now present 


CHARLES SPEAR,) Editors and 
JOUN M SPEAR, Proprietors. | to the readers of the Prisoner’s Friend the able speeches 
. ae | delivered on that occasion by the abovementioned distin- 
CONTRIBUTORS, | guished friends of man. 
Pror. T. C. UPHAM, D. D. | Lord Nucent presented himself to the meeting, 


WALTER CHANNING, M. D. 








lion. ROBERT RANTOUL, Jun. and was received with rapturous enthusiasm, He 

J. A. ANDREW, Ese. , said he trusted that at the outset he should not 

ar aie * daar aed ‘put himself on very bad terms with the meeting, 

JAS. BROWN YERRINTON, PRINTER. :if he commenced by saying that in one respect he 
— — " differed most materially in the fondest hopes and 

PRISONER’S HARP. | wishes of his heart from the Chairman, his good 


' 





friend, Mr. wart, who had just addressed them 
in sucheloquentterms. Mr. Ewart had told them 
that he hoped, to the end of his life, he should al- 
‘ways be found opposed to capital punishment. 
| Now he (Lord Nugent) heartily trusted that the 
'gibbet and their chairman might be on very differ- 


FORGET AND FORGIVE 


BY MARTIN F. TUPPER 


When streams of unkindness, as bitter as gall, 
Bubble up from the heart to the tongue, 


And Meekness is writhing in torment and thrall, 


ent terms, for he confidently hoped. that his most 


valuable life would be long preserved, while he 


By the hands of Ingratitude wrung,— entertained confident expectations and believed 
In the heat of injustice, unwept and unfair, ‘that the extinction of punishment by death was 
near at hand.—( Hear, hear, and laughter.) ‘The 
resolution with which the committee entrusted 
of 


depended less upon the severity of punishment 


While the anguish is festering yet, 
None, none but an angel of God can declare, 
‘i now can forgive and forget.’ 


him stated—‘ 'That the efficacy criminal laws 


But if the bad spirit is chased from the heart, 
And the lips are in penitence steeped, 
With the wrong so repented the wrath will depait, 


than the certainty of infliction ; 
which carried into execution without shocking the 
of the 


crime in sympathy for the offender, are contrary 


Thous! iniaitinn wane neue feelings of society, and sinking abhorance 

Oug 1 scorn on ibjus ice were bee ; ¢ 

For the best compensation is paid for all ill, . , : x 
Sinem thee chock with contstion is wet _to reason, inconsistent with morality, and opposed 

S B , C . : ° ; . 4 ’ . .** . . . i . 

And every one feels it is possible still to the interests of justice—objections which most 

: sible " 

forcibly apply to statutes enacting the punishment 

y apy 


of death.’ 
ishment of death by law was contrary to reason, 


At once to forgive ind foxget. 
The resolution declared that the pun- 


To forget? It is hard for a man with a mind, 
i] 
However his heart may forgive, 


inconsistent with morality, and opposed to the in- 
To blot out all perils and dangers behind, 


terests of justice. It might truly have said much 
And but for the future to live; 

Then how shail it be? for at every tarn 
Recollection the spirit will fret, 


And the ashes of injury smoulder and burn, 


Punishment of death, as he viewed it, was 
of reli- 
gion, morality, and reason.—(Cheers.) In direct 


more. 
‘in direct antagonism with the whole law 


hg : antagonisin surely with education—(hear, hear)— 
Though we strive to forgive and forget. to which the seeds of religious and moral law were 
entrusted, to tend their culture and prepare them 
| for the harvest.—( Hear, hear.) 
-onism surely with all sound education and with 


O hearken ! my tongue shall the riddle unseal, : 
And mind shall be partner with heart, In direct antag- 
While to thyself 1 bid conscience reveal, 
And show thee how evil thou art: 
Remember thy follies, thy sins, and—thy crimes, 


‘all domestic government, 
| human being— 


How vast is that infinite debt! | [The Noble Lord was interrupted by a sudden 
and enthusiastic burst of acclamation, proceeding 


from the body of the hall, near one of the side en- 


Yet Mercy hath seven by seventy times 
Been swift to forgive and forget! 


trance doors, where Mr. O’Connell had just made 

Brood not on insults or injuries old, | his appearance. When it became generally known 

sant epbapienammetvan se | that the honorable and learned representative for 

Count not their sum till the total is told, 
For thou art unkind and untrue: 


And if all thy harms are forgotten, forgiven, 


| the county of Cork, whose presence at the mecting 


| was expected, had arrived, the cheering was ex- 


| . . . . , 
| cessive, enthusiastic, and long continued. The 


Now Mercy and Justice are met; 
O who would not gladly take lessons of heaven, 


Nor learn to forgive and forget! | h4m 

” = | towards the part of the building where Mr. O°Con- 

nell was first recognized, and the hall re-echoed 
Yes, yes, let a man, when his enemy weeps, Dad . 7 . ‘ 

. ; é | with oft-reiterated peals of joyous acclamation. 

Be quick to receive him a friend; ‘ : Slt 

| Amid this scene, no less gratifying to the eloquent 


| and earnest advocate of abolishing capital punish- 
}ments, than it was creditable to those who wel- 
‘comed the champion of civil and religious liberty 
| to participate in their demonstration, Mr. O’Con- 


For thus on his head in kindness he heaps 
Hot coals,—to refine and amend; 

And hearts that are Christian more eagerly yearn. 
As a nurse on her innocent pet, 


Over lips that, once bitter, to penitence turn, 


| ladies in the galleries rose en masse, and waved | 
| their handkerchiefs ; every eye appeared directed | 


and that laws | 


because there was not a | 


| away. 





And whisper, ‘ Forgive and forget.’ | nell ascended the platform, amid renewed cheer- 


ing, and was most courteously received by the 
Chairman, Lord Nugent, and several other gen- 
tlemen. ‘The Hon. and Learned Representative 


bowed his acknowledgments to the vast assem- 


blage, and evidently was very much affected at 
this cordial and inspiring reception. } 

Lord NuGent proceeded when the acclamation 
had partly subsided. 
punishment was in direct antagonism with the 


laws of religion and of morality—in direct antago- 
nism with all sound education, and with all domes- 


tic government. For there was not a human be- 


ing entrusted with the guidance and conduct of a 
fellow creature, who would not warn him to fly 
from witnessing the demoralisation, debauchment, 
and degradation of all those human spectacles 


whichythe law of the land exhibited for the edifi- 


eation of the people under Government. In di- 


rect antagonism with all moral law, for the moral 


law told them that their first duty was to prevent 
erjme by the infliction of the least possible amount 
of severity compatible with circumstances ; where- 
as the law of the land selected -the only punish- 
ment which, by construction, was iheapable of be- 
ing modified or reduced in its application, render- 





ing reparation or atonement, in cases of discover- 
ed mistake, quite out of the question and impossi- 
ble, and which could be shown by abundant evi- 
dence to have the peculiar and universal quality 


of increasing everywhere, at all times, and in all 


places, the very crimes which it was instituted to 
prevent.—(Hear, hear.) In antagonism with the 
law of religion, which, in the ®earliest revelation 
of God’s will to man on the social state, told them 
that ‘ whoso shall slay Cain, him will I visit with 
my wrath;’ and which has strictly declared the pun- 
ishment of death to be unjustifiable except in the 


hands of the all-secing Deity who reserved retri- 
butive justice to himself alone in this remarkable 
saying, ‘ Vengeance is mine, and I will repay it,’ 
saith the Lord.—(Hear.) He had too much res- 
pect for the assemblage he then addressed to enter 
into controversy with those who reprobated the 
exertions of the abolitionist party by the perver- 
sionofevery means for deducing reason from facts, 
and who misrepresented the whole of the Chris- 
tian religion and the express words of their bles- 
savior, alleging that under the command of 
Grod, it was enjoined blood should be had for blood. 


He would not detain them by quoting passages 


sed S 


from Seripture, but those who relied on that text 
were also, upon the same view, bound to reject 
meat which was killed with the blood in it. They 
might with equal effect quote that passage in which 
the Savior addressed Peter, and said to him, ‘ Be- 


He repeated that capital | 


_ oClE st 





jr that they should shed human blood? How 
would the case stand if he could prove that, by 
doing so, they only increase the crime they wished 
to repress, and that the effusion of blood, like that 
of the dragon in the fable, only multiplied that 
| Which they wished to destroy. If he could show, 
| that in proportion as capital punishment abated 
crime diminished, then he thought that he would 
have shown that the punishment of death did not 


If he 


did not do that, he would be content to be consid- 


answer the end for which it was retained. 


ered a bungler. He knew before whom he said 
| that. 


pable of detecting any fallacy in his argument, or 


There were around him men of ability, ca- 
inconclusiveness in his deductions. There were 
amongst them lawyers, legislators, and statesmen, 
of the 
press, which were the powerful instructers of the 


and that influential engine, the members 


public mind.—( Hear, hear.) In entering on the 
proof, they need not fear that he should trouble 
He should be content to 
state what they were, and where they were to be 
found. They wereto be met with in historical 
records from the earliest period, which sct forth 


them with statistics. 





the same facts, and therefore did not suggest con- 


clusions from isolated facts, but from a general 
series of events spread over an extended space of 
| time. They proved that capital punishment in- 
| creased instead of diminished crime. The Portian 
| law abolished the punishment of death, by which 
| no Roman citizen could be subjected to that pen- 
alty, until it was repealed by a Roman Emperor, 
when Seneca'said it taught the people a taste for 
the effusion of blood. In Tuscany, under the 
Grand Duke Leopold, for twenty three years it 
had been dispensed with, but with its return the 
assassin returned to his work ; like a wild anima} 
whose appetite for blood is revived when he saw 
From 


the period when they had returns in this country, 


others of his kind devouring their prey. 


up to 1843, covering a space of thirty years, there 
were cycles of six, of three, and even of single 
years, in every one of which, where’ the punish- 
ment of death prevailed, the amount of crime in- 
creased in precisely the same proportion.—(Hear, 
hear.) 





Throughout the whole of these cycles, 

from one to another, as punishments were less se- 
vere, crimes were fewer, and in those in which 
severity prevailed they were succeeded by corres- 


ponding acts of violence. In those periods when 


| the penalty of death was withdrawn from those 


not- 
withstanding the increase which had taken place 


crimes which had been previously capital, 





in the population, these very crimes had conterm- 


| poraneously decreased, while parties were at the 


| fore the cock crows twice thou shalt deny me | same time more ready to prosecute and juries to 


, 


thrice; 
‘ He that denieth me before men, him also will 1 


. . . . | 
deny before my father who is in heaven,’ that | 


Peter was placed thereby beyond the reach of | 
mercy.—(Hear, hear.) He would not stop to 
the right of man to take away life 


the prevention of crime. necessary 


argue for 


It was not 
that he should enter into an examination of that 
right, to ascertain upon what ground it rested, be- 
cause they were willing to grant that right to ex- 
ist. ‘That God who had framed man like himself, 
and had endowed him with an immortal soul, had 
given to fallible man the right to take that life 
All that they could grant without injury | 


to the cause they advocated. 





But when they made 


the concession, he would ask, had the remedy suc- 
ceeded ?—(Hear, hear.) Ne would ask, did they 
require this power of depriving a fellow-creature 
of life? | 


Was it necessary, in order to protect | these countries. 


and that as the same authority also said | convict in all cases except that of murder, for 


That 
A reference to the vakua- 
ble statistics of crime, furnished by Mr. Wright- 
son, exhibited the same results. 


which the punisement of death continued. 
crime alone increased. 


In Prussia, the 
same effects were seen to follow the relaxation ef 
capital punishment. It was also proved in Swe- 
den, under the dominions of Prince Osear by 
comparison of the same description of facte,.— 
From 1832 to 1837, capital crimes doubled, mur- 
ders increased in the streets, and even within the 
precincts of the palace. This was in Spain, for 
whom nature had done so much, but which was 
| debauched by bad laws. Next to that, and it was 
painful to state it in this enlightened metropolis, 


stood the British Islands. The amount of crime 


| with us nearly doubled that of France, estimated 
in proportion to the comparative population of 
It quadrupled that of Austria, wes 





TNCOPDpam 
Ast VU] ak i 





























—— —- +2 





; PRISONER‘S FRIEND. 














eight times that of Prussia, and in Belgium, from 
the year 1834 to the year 1837, there had been but 
six murders; and not one single execution.— (Hear, 
hear.) Great criminals like gamblers, calculated 
chances and estimated the risk of life. There 
was no human being who did not confront the risk 
ef death. They did so even in their sports. The 
greater risk of death did not abate crime, but made 
it more familiar to the people. On the verge of 
death the ruffian often defied the vengeance of 
map, Another played the mountebank, A third 
goes to death apparently impressed with feelings 
of contrition, and with hopes of pardon from 
above. In this case every breast is moved with 
pity for the sufferer, and mutinies against the law. 
—(Hear, hear.) Every execution was a blunder. 
It often occurred in prosecutions for murder, that 
jurymen acquitted upon the clearest evidence of 
guilt, because they regarded capital punishment 
a legal murder. ‘The pleas advanced to evade the 
law were various—the sanity of the man was the 
most frequent expedient resorted to. Another 
dies denying his crime, while every one who wit- 
nesses the scene is convinced that he leaves the 
world with a lie in his mouth. Another is cheer- 
ed to the seaffold, and pays the last penalty of the 
law amidst the plaudits of a senseless crowd. One 
day the criminal dies too well, another dies too ill, 
but on no day was there the example which the 
law demanded. 

A Person in the body of the meeting exclaimed, 
‘ But what is the remedy ?” 

Lord Nugent.—Waita little. Ifhe should prove 
that capital punishment was a social poison, and 
said they should not drink that poison, it was 
enough to prove that it was a poison. It was not 
necessary, having shown that, that they should 
prescribe wbat they should take in place of it.— 
The gentleman must wait a little, for they would 
not, to plesse him, put the cart before the horse. 
Those who made that objection showed they 
could not defend their own cause, but were obli- 
ged to adopt the Carthagenian policy, and carry 
the war into the enemy’s country, when they 
were not able to defend their own. 

(A great deal of interruption was occasioned by 
the pressure of the crowd at the lower part of the 
hall, as well as an impatience which was manifest- 
ed by a portion of the audience to hear other 
speakers. This was intimated by cries of ‘ ‘Time, 
time.’ ) 

The CuarrMan interposed, and said that no 
doubt inconveniences arose from the pressure, but 
that it would not be removed by disturbance, and 
he hoped they would allow the Noble Lord to 
proceed undisturbed, . 

Lord Nugent resumed, They were warned 
not to act in contradiction to the wisdom of their 
ancestors by attempting to make any alteration in 
the law of capital punishment, It was said that 
the common law was the perfection of wisdom. 
He had no objection to make to that, but he could 
not admit that the statute law deserved the same 
character. What was the law of treason as made 
hy statute until lately repealed? What was that 
law with regard to women? The penalty was, 
that they should be burned alive. ‘This was the 
punishment which they would inflict on such wo- 
men as the wives of Lord Russell and Lord Ni- 
thesdale. ‘That glorious woman, the wife of Lord 
Russell, stood by her husband with exemplary de- 
yotion, and played the scribe as his secretary ; she 
stood by him on his trial, and cheered him in his 
hour of difficulty. Lady Nithesdale, also, who 
with heroism planned the escape of her husband, 
and took his place in the dungeon. Both these 
ladies were ready to go to death with their hus- 
bands, and what sort of death would the law have 
awarded them? Such was the law of treason 
with regard to women. What was it with regard 
tomen? Lord Russell and Algernon Sidney were. 
exempt from the common punishment awarded 
to persons guilty of treason. ‘They were the sons 
of noblemen, and were not liable to the punish- 
ment which would have been inflicted upon a com- 
mon Englishman, His punishment would be to 
be hanged, then his bowels to be drawn out and 
burned before his face. He would not proceed 
further in a recital which would be only worthy 
of a drunken savage. 

The Noble Lord was much interrupted by the 
impatience of the meeting, but it became general 
«nd loud, so as to render it impossible to hear the 
observations with which he.concluded. 

The Cuairmay then called upon John Bright, 
fisq., M. P., who was received with repeated 
rounds of applause, 

Mr. Brieur then came forward, and said that 
he felt they had met on a most auspicious occasion 
to prove the justice of a question of great imypor- 


tance, and under circumstances most favorable to 


the ebject they had in view. It would be impps- 
sible to introduce any political or religious rancour 


inte the consideration of a question upon which |, 


all were inclined to look favorably, There was 
no one who loved the punishment of death for its 
own sake. ‘They must all have a feeling, com- 
mon to human nature, adverse to te punishment 
of death, and they were therefore free from those 
aspersions arfd calumnies which were usually 





brought against those who wished to make any 
change in the practice of the law. The object 
was to ascertain whether the country could be 
governed, and life and property preserved, with- 
out taking the life of a member of the community, 
by amending the law. ‘They were not called upon 
to discuss the question, but with regard to the 
crime, of murder, for that now was the only one 
which was liable to the punishment of death. If 
they could prove it was not necessary for that 
crime the argument would be complete with re- 
ference to every other ; and it would follow that 
the infliction of capital punishment was unjustifi- 
able. He was not disposed to enter into a reli- 
gious discussion with those who quoted texts of 
scripture to prove that the punishment of death 
was allowed. Those who read scripture most 
brought it forward to justify every crime.—( Hear, 
hear.) The task-master, who held his whip over 
his fellow-man, whom he held as a slave, quoted 
scripture to justify him, and argued thatthere was 
nothing in scripture that forbade the existence of 
slavery. If he read scripture with the spirit of 
Christianity—if anything was more proved than 
another, it was the lesson, that as people became 
more humble, they also became humane and mer- 
ciful. He was disposed to form his judginent on 
this subject in the spirit of the Seriptures, more 
than on isolated passages which might be quoted. 
The object of the law was to protect life and prop- 
erty. ‘To effect that object about a hundred years 
ago, ten, twelve, and fifteen men were hanged to- 
gether, not once in a few years, but many times in 
one year.—(Hear, hear.) Not long since, the 
crimes of coining, horse-stealing, sheep-stealing, 
burgulary, and house-breaking, were, within the 
last fifteen years in this enlightened country pun- 
ished with death. Ten or twelve men convicted | 
of these crimes were hanged every month. ‘That 
two ina month of these unforunate men were 
hanged in London alone was a notorious fact.— 
(Hear, hear.) It was a notorious fact, that the 
security of life and property was rendered more 
and more complete since there had been a dimi- 
nution of capital punishments. Why, then, he 
would ask, should not a similar effect result from 
the abolition of the punishment of death for mur- 
der? The arguments brought forward against 
the abolition of capital punishment, as applicable 
to other crimes, were used against its abolition in 
this case. There was no reason to suppose that 
a return to mercy in this instance would have oth- 
er results than had occurred in other cases, as had 
happened with regard to its removal from the 


severity of the punishment fed to their acquittal, 
and a subscription was entered into by which their 
passage was paid to a foreign country.—(Hear.) 
A short time since a case was tried in Worcester- 
shire of trespass against the game laws. Ht was, 
however, a case of a more than usually violent 
and brutal description, but the whole ef the men 
were acquitted, beeause the jury could not bear 
the idea of sending six or seven men to die on the 
seaffold.—(Cheers.) Well, then, in the face of 
these and similar instances which might be addu- 
ced to any extent, he said the time was gone by 
when capital punishments might be inflieted with 
the sympathy of the publie ; and when such pun- 
ishments were in opposition to public feeling, then 
abolition must speedily follow.—(Great cheering.) 
He was not there to draw a picture of the horrid 
scenes which took place at a public execution. 
He must confess that one time he had a strong de- 
sire to see one, in order that he might at any mee- 
ting he might be called upon afterwards to address 
on this subject, be enabled to describe these from 
his personal knowledge. He came up to London 
from Lancashire the night before a public execu- 
tion, with that view. Kut he was still unable to 
describe, because he had never yet witnessed these 
scenes. About four o’clock in the morning, as 
the train neared the Euston-square station, he had 
thought of the agonies of that unfortunate wretch 
who was ina few more hours to be publicly strang- 
led, until he grew sick, and upon his arriyal, in- 
stead of proceeding to the Old Bailey, he went 
to his hotel.—(Hear, hear.) Death punishments 
were only fit for barbarous nations, and not at all 
in accordance with the progress, the intelligence, 
the morality, the civilization of which this country 
boasted, and not unjustly. In order that they 
might see the manner in which this anomaly struck 
one unaccustomed to such scenes in connexion 
with an advanced state of society, he would read 
them a letter which had been written by a Cana- 
dian chieftain, now in this country, to a friend in 
Worcester, after witnessing a recent execution in 
Norwich. It was dated the 13th April, and was 


as follows :— 
‘ Norwich, April 13th, 1846. 
‘My dear friend, * * *—Last Saturday, at | 
twelve o’clock, a man, by the name of Samuel 
Yarham, got murdered on the high hill, near the 
Big Stone Wigwam. He was taken to the scaf- 


fold by two men, when a rope was put round his 


had one more argument against death punishments, 
He would ask why life was more secure at the 
present time than it was centuries ago? Why was 
it that this security had increased in the exact ra- 
tio of the diminution of sanguinary criminal pun- 
ishmests? Why was it that they no longer 
thought the dungeon and the scaffold the only 
means of protecting human life?—(Cheers.) Ir 
was because there was planted in the breast of ev- 
ery man by our great Creator—a principle implan- 
ted by Him when our first parent was placed up- 
on this earth, and which would cease to operate 
while the race existed, a principle which promp- 
ted us to reverence human life as something sa- 
cred, which our Great Creator himself had given, 
and which none but Him had a right to take away. 
—(Loud cheers.) Well, then, this new system, 
founded upon a reverence for human life, was of- 
fered as one method of promoting its security. 
The system of punishment by death was offered 
as another method of achieving this object.— 
Which was the most effective? Why, the rever- 
ence for human life. ‘The other had no such foun- 
dation in the human heart, and what he wanted 
—what he believed would spring from this great 
meeting, which would be the same thing--was that 
the influence of this natural reverence for life 
should be strengthened and increased ; that the 
Government, and the law, and education should 
unite in enforcing that there was no greater duty 
than to hold sacred the life 
great Creator.—(Cheers.) On the other hand, the 
whole tendency of the other system was to destroy 


received from our 





life, and impair that sentiment of its sanctity which 
it was so important to cultivate and strengthen. 
Why, let them take a man who has committed an 
offence against society. A few days ago he was 
in the midst of friends and relations, who treated 
him as a man with human feelings. Inthe cell to 
which he was transferred, was he treated as a man: 
After his conviction, was there any care taken to 
ensure his reformation, and restore him to society 
a useful member? No, he was treated as a dog, 
hung up like a dog, before a barbarous multitude, 
to show them—to teach them that human life is 
sacred !—(Great cheering.) He rejoiced to be 


present at that meeting 


g, on account of the greai 


interest he had ever taken in this vital question. 
He could truly say that he lived a life of 
unhappiness when any of his fellow beings were 


doomed to death under our present laws, 





neck, and made fast on the other end of it on the 
beam over his‘head, and as soon as the Man of | 

tod had got through praying to God for him, 
that his spirit might goto Heaven, when he was 
killed. He was then made to fall from the scaffold 
by another murderer—(Immense cheering. )—He 
hoped they would excuse the Canadian chieftain’s 
imperfect knowledge cf the English language. (A 
laugh. )—who was standing by ; and, it is said, 
that one of them ran down and pulled him down 
by the legs, while he was struggling for life ; and 
about five minutes afterwards he was made to fall 





from the scaffold. He was killed, while thousands | 





crimes of burgulary and horse-stealing. ‘The ef- 
feets which followed in those cases there was no | 
reason to believe would not ensue, if the same | 
course was applied to crimes of a more fearful 
The opponents of abolition did not 
stand to facts. They know nothing of what is go- 
ing on in other countries. They hold it right that 
because men were formerly hanged, they should 
now continue to hang them. Then they go to 
prophecy. They said formerly, if the punishment 


character. 


of death was removed from the crime of house- 
breaking, no man would be safe in his bed, and 
that if it was not inflicted on that of forgery, it 
would ruin commercial credit. The country gen- | 
tlemen also declared, that if sheep-stealing was | 
not punished with death, the agricultural interest 
would be placed in a dangerous and alarming state. 
The punishment inflicted by the law should be one 
carrying the judgment and approbation of the 
community along with it, and not one which excites 
sympathy towards the criminal to such an extent, 
that all the aversion which should be felt towards 
crime is lost in the contemplation of the sufferings 
of the condemned.—(Hear, hear.) ‘This was 
precisely the case at present, for many parties 
now escaped punishment because juries could not 
be brought to convict and send them to the scaffold. 
Not 
long ago two young women were tried at Taunton 
for the murder of their relations ; they were ac- 
juitted, and he had it from the mouth of a lawyer, 
who was engaged in the case, that there was not 
the slightest doubt of their guilt, but they were ac- 


They had numerous instances of the kind. 


juitted merely because they could not bear the 
dea that two young women, sisters, should go to 








the seaffold together —(Hear, hear.) The very 


and thousands of his Christian brothers and sisters 
were looking at him ;—killed by his Christian 
brothers! 

‘Tt is said that he murdered a woman in Great 
Yarmouth some months ago, and for this reason he 
got murdered himself too ; but those that murder- 
ed him, we have been told are paid for kil- 
ling him, and are left to live to kill some more by 
and by.—(Laughter.) I will not try, for I know 
it is impossible, for me to describe to you how I 
felt, while IT was looking at the poor Christian 
killed by his Christian brothers. 

‘I have been reading the big book you gave us 
last summer, and in one place it says, ‘ Thou shalt 
not kill.?, Now I do not know what to think. You 
kill one another in this country, same as we do in 
our country. 

‘Perhaps you will write to me, and throw light 
on this dark subject, and much oblige your most 
sincere friend, MANNGWADANS. 


*'To Mr. W. Sparkes, 


(The Hon. Gentleman was frequently interrup- 
ted by cheers while reading this letter, and its 


N. America.’ 


conclusion was greeted with prolonged applause. ) 
He proceeded to say, that if any of his auditors 
had been taken for the first time to witness such 
an execution, that feelings similar to those des- 
eribed would have filled their minds ; but yet even 
these horrors were perpetrated openly and pub- 
licly, and tens of thousands went to participate in 
and witness them, as to a festival.—(Hear, hear.) 
They were called examples, for the purpose of 
deterring from the commission of crime, and de- 
fended upon that ground; but it was evident that 
a punishment which excited such feelings was an 


that had 
no right to take away by such laws the life 


W hen, 


however, he looked at that mighty meeting, and 


and, he emphatically assetted we 


we could not give.—(Hear, hear.) 
the thousands assembled around him—thousands 
which would have been doubled if they could have 
procured a hall large enough to hold them, he re- 
joiced to think that the day was coming when it 
could no longer be said that Great Britain was be- 
hind the civilization of the age in this matter, wheu 
France, ‘Tuscany, Prussia, and Belgium would no 


_ longer be pointed at as countries in possession of a 


superior ¢riminal code, and in which life was at 
once more sacred and more ‘secure.— (Cheering. ) 
He believed that it was intended a society was to 
be formed for the promotion of this object by that 
meeting. It was a question which needed no vi- 
olent agitation. The intelligent of all classes 
were already convinced, and he believed that men 
high in office would be ready to jointhem. Let any 
one suppose himself in the position of the Home 
Secretary, for instance. The moment a man was 
convicted aud sentenced to death, his friends and 
relations besieged his office with applications.— 
He knew that by a stroke of his pen he could re- 
store him to lengthened years of life, perhaps of 
repentance and industry. [t was impossible for a 
man in such a position not to wish for the aboli- 
tion of laws which placed such a power in his 
hands. He believed that if the facts which were 
in the possession of gentlemen now upon that plat- 
form were made public, that they would have the 
Premier and the Home Secretary entirely with 
them, and above all, if that gigantic power, whose 
representative he now saw before him, which ev- 
ery morning sent forth its instruction in thousands 
of broad sheets, and as he believed, with slight ex- 
ceptions, of the most valuable description—if that 
mighty power, the press, would take up this ques- 
tion, and recommend the incorporation in our 
criminal code of a spirit of justice, mercy, and 
humanity, he was certain that in five years from 
this time the punishment of death would be_blot- 
ted from our statute-book, and the treatment of 
erring humanity be made to accord with the dic- 
tates of an enlightened and humane philosophy, 
and the sacred doctrines of a mild and benign re- 


ligion. ‘The Hon, Gentleman resumed his seat 





incentive rather than a restraint.—(Cheers.) He 


amidst general and long continued cheers. 
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- PRISCR BIS PiRLBw Do 


‘y SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE PRNALTY OF DEATH 
UNTIL I HAVE THE INFALLIBILSTY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON- 
STRATED TO ME.’~LUfayette. 


BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 1846. 











A New Periodical. 

We have it in contemplation to commence a 
new periodical, devoted to the great moral, move- 
ments of the age, as manifested in the publications 
of the Old World. Since we have been engaged 
in publishing the Prisoner’s Friend, we have beén 
much surprised and highly gratified to learn that 
much is doing in the Old World, and especially 
in England, to carry forward the great moral en- 
terprises of the age. By the kindness and un- 
wearied attention of our trans-atlantic friends, we 
have been continually kept infermed of what was 
doing on their side of the water for the moral ele- 
vation of man. Almost every steamer has breught 
us much more important matter than we have 
been able to publish in our humble sheet, relating 
to the great objects for which we are more imme- 
diately laboring ; but we have been unable to do 
any thing, comparatively, towards the re-publica- 
tion of the vast amount of important matter which 
has come before us, respecting the promotion of 
Peace, Freevom, Temperance, PHonocrarpny, 
Hypropatny, Burtpines ror THE Poor, RacGep 
Scuoois, Kino Treatment or Crimrinacs, &c. 
&e. Most deeply have we regretted that this 
valuable matter has not been more generally laid 
before the American public. Could it be widely 
circulated, and extensively read, it must, in many 
ways, do an incalculable amount of good, 

We propose to issue a monthly periodical of 
$2 pages, if sufficient encouragement is given, in 
which we hope to embody the spirit of the Re- 
forms of the Old World, ‘There is no publication 
of this kind now in America, Could seme little 
income be derived from this work, it would aid 
us in carrying forward our plans of labor in rela- 
tien to the moral imprevement of the criminal. 

Could we obtain five hundred subscribers, we 
would commence this work, and pledge ourselves 
to continue it one year. In carrying out our plans, 
we should employ agents in England, Scotland, 
ireland, France, and other places, to forward 
us the earliest and most accurate accounts of the 
moral mdévements of their respective countries, 

We have not yet decided either upon the name 
or the terms of our new periodical ; probably, 
however, we shall call itthe Spirit or Rerors 1N 
tHE O_tp Wortp, and the price will be one dollar 
a year. Will our friends communicate with us in 
relation to this matter ? 


An Asylum for Discharged Cenvicts, 

A society has been lately formed in this city by 
the name of the ‘ Boston Society in aid of Dis- 
charged Convicts. Dr. Wartrer CHannine, 
President, Rev. Louis Dwieut, Vice-President, | 
Crarues Srear, Secretary. Mr. Dwight has 
long been known as the indefatigable Secretary of 


the Prison Discipline Society. Arrangements 





have already been made with the Secretary, | 
(Charles Spear) to take these conviets into his 
own house ; a room being always ready for them 
on their leaving prisen. Friends who wish to aid 
may now forward donations in money, clothing or 
previsions to our office, or at our residence No. 
The object at present, is only | 
It is grati- | 


24 London street, 
to provide for State prison convicts. 
fying to find that a similar movement is being 
made abroad, though on a larger scale, as may be 
seen from the following statement :— 

Prince Esterhazy has established at Vienna, a 
society for the reception and reformation of con- 
victs of both sexes after their liberation from pris- 


on. More than two thousand of the Austrian no- 
bility have subscribed towards its formatlon, 





Acsert J. Tinrect, ‘Tuesday, the 16th of 
June, is assigned for the trial of this individual 


for Arson. 





%G- Officers of State, Inspectors or Wardens 
of Penitentiaries, Keepers of Jails, Superinten- 
dents of Insane Asylums, and any others who 
may have in possession any documents or reports, 
would confer a great favor by forwarding them to 
this office, 40 Cornhill, Boston. 

BOOKS BY MAIL! 

The postage on books has been so much reduced, as 
to.make it an object with parchasers to have them sent by 
mail. Booksellers do a large business in this way. 
We should be happy to answer the orders of our friends 


in the same manner. 








Letter to the Rev. Mr. Leonard, New London, 
Conn, 

I have been in doubt whether to notice the 
manner in which you treated my appointment 
while in New London, but the circumstances 
under which I labored would seem to deserve a 
passing notice. I was on my way home to my 
family from New York, and hearing that a young 
man was to be executed in your State, I felt it 
my duty to say a word in behalf of humanity. 
Notice was accordingly sent to the different 
churches, and you complied with the request, 
but in a manner which showed a great want of 
humanity. 1 was told that you held me up before 
your people in a most seornful manner, as the 
author of a certain petition relating to executions 
upon the Sabbath, to which I procured the names 
of Universalists and Infidels,and therefore you ad- 
vised all who loved the Lord Jesus not to hear 
me! You did not, however, obtain your object. 
I had a good audience, and one of your female 
members declared after hearing such a notice, that 
she would go and hear! 

I regretted that you took such a course, for 
your own reputation. I was a stranger, and I 
felt moved to say a word in behalf of Potter, 
whose day of execution is fixed for the third 
of July. The Legislature of your State was 
in session, and it seemed a fitting time to lift up 
the voice of humanity in his behalf. Now, Bro. 
Leonard, I ask you seriously whether, if this had 
been your son, you would have advised all who lev- 
ed the Lord Jesus to stay away from my meeting? 
That young man is somebody’s son. I understand 
he has parents living. Yet you were so lost to 
all feeling, that you forgot all about this, and ad- 
vised your people to stay away. How many of 
them love the Lord Jesus I do not know, but I 
should suppose if they loved him at all, they 
would remember his words—‘ By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have | 
‘It 
an eye for an eye, a tooth fur a tooth; but I say 


love one toward another.’ hath been said, | 


unto you, that ye resist not evil, but whosoever 


| gallows. I am glad he has, not only for his own | 
sake, but also for the sake of our good friend, the | 
U.S. Marshal, who would have been called upon | 
to perform the awful deed, unless the criminal was | 
pardoned by the President. 

I cannot but hope that the time will yet come 
when persons charged with crime will be ailowed 
opportunities to labor, and so have daily exercise 
in the open air, “This poor brother’s health was 
ruined by close confinement in the jail. 
we must kill men, I do not know but it may be as | 
well to do it gradually as to execute them at once | 
upon the scaffold. But I am persuaded that | 
when the people have the spirit of Him, who 
came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them, 
they will not adopt either course.—4J. M. s. 





Babe, the Prisoner in New-York, 


This man, who has been three years in prison 
and lately pardoned, and again apprehended, is 
only twenty-seven years old. He told me that 
during the government of the Native American | 
party, he was chained 20 months in his cell, and | 
during some of that time, he had what is called | 
the prison fever. He further stated that he did 
not like the visits of some ministers who would 
address him in a very unfeeling manner, and im- | 
pose upon him their tracts, and make him kneel 
down to pray when he had no inclination for that | 
service. Speaking of Capital Punishment, he 
thought in certain cases, it should be inflicted. 1 
have usually found criminals in favor of the death- 
penalty. ‘The more depraved and wicked men | 
are, the more strongly do they advocate the death- | 
The whole matter may be summed up 
Those who are the most likely 
most in favor of hang- 





penalty. 
in a few words. 
to be hung, are the 
ing.—c. 8. 


EDITOR’S TABLE, 

ARGUMENTS AGAINST CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. | 

By P. D. Livermore, Fall River, 1846. 
This is a faithful work on the subject of which 


it treats. ‘The author has studied his subject, and 





smiteth thee on the one cheek, turn the other | 
also.’ ‘'The Son of Man came not to destroy | 
men’s lives, but tosave them.’ Now, Bro. Leon- 
Lord | 

Do | 


you think the Lord Jesus could have stood upon | 


ard, how are we to show our love to the 
Jesus’ Is it by destroying lite, or saving it? 
the gallows and hung one of those for whom he | 
died! O! | 


think, my brother, of the spirit manifested by you | 


And can you do such a bloody deed? 


when you solemnly told your people, or those of | 
them who loved the Lord Jesus, to close their | 
ears and hearts against the pleadings of a feeble 
voice like mine, for a poor youth about to be 
1 would say more, but | 


launched into eternity. 
my limits forbid. If lam wrong, the columns of | 
this paper are open to you. 


CHARLES SPEAR. 


{ 
| 





William Henry Corsa. 


{ 
| 
We have more than once mentioned the name | 


of Corsa to our readers. He has been in the Lev- 


erett-st. Jail in this city, about a year, charged 


with a capital crime, committed on board a New 


Bedford whaleman. He was sent home soon af- 


ter the deed was perpetrated, and has not been 


tried, because the principal witnesses in the case | 
had not arrived. Recently they have returned. Cor- | 


| 
| 


sa was brought up for examination, and was to 
' 
have been tried last week. Shut out from the | 


free air, denied exercise excepting the little he | 


could have in his cell, unable to write or read, 
seeing but few persons, and none scarcely who | 
felt interested in his welfare, his health, which | 
was good when he was first imprisoned, has been | 
gradually undermined, uutil he sunk into the 
friendly arms of death a day or two before the 
time arrived for his trial. 

The Boston Bee of the Ist inst. says, Coroner | 


| 


Pratt held an inquest Sunday afternoon in Lever- | 


ett street jail upon the body of William H. Corsa, | 
aged 23 years. The verdict of the jury was, that | 
the death of Corsa was caused by inflammation | 
of the lungs. Corsa was indicted at the present 

term of the United States Circuit Court, for the | 


handles it in a manner that is likely to convince | 
any unprejudiced mind of the utter folly of pun- | 
ishing upon the gallows. We are glad he has | 
taken up this important subject. ‘The work may | 
be had at our office. Price 12 1-2 ets, 


THE Art oF ConveRsInG. Written for the instruc- 
tion of Youth in the public manners and language of 
the Drawing Room. By a Society of Gentlemen. Bos- 
ton: James French, 78 Washington Street. | 


good instruction, and is replete with rich senti- ' 
ment. It gives plain directions for conversation | 
in all the various departments of life. We think | 
the work may be read with profit by all. For sale | 


at our office. Price 25 ets. 





The Law of Newspapers. 

1. Subscribers who do not give express notice 
to the contrary, are considered wishing to continue 
their subscription. 

9. If the subscribers order the discontinuance | 


the publisher may continue to 
! 


of their papers, 
send them until all arrearages are paid. 

8. If subscribers neglect or refuse to take their 
papers from the offices where they are directed, 
they are held responsible till they have settled | 
their bill, and ordered their paper discontinued. 

4, If subscribers remove to other places without | 
informing the publishers, and the paper is sent to | 
the former direction, they are held responsible. 

5. The Courts have directed that refusing to | 
take a paper or a periodical from the office, or re- 
moving and leaving it uncalled for, is § prima facie’ | 


. e. . | 
evidence of intentional fraud. 


pC The beautiful type on which our paper is printed 
was obtained at the foundry of Mr. Gro. A. 


who richly deserves the patronage of the fraternity. We | 


' 
Curtis, | 


of eighteen dollars in aid of the cause. 





Serres r= 


True, if saan bag | : 
| in situ, removed at pleasure, and their interior struc- 


' John Covert 


87 








LECTURES TO LADIES. 

Mrs. Pautina S. Wricur proposes to give a 
course of Lectures to the Ladies of Boston, on the 
subject of ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY, illus- 
trated by a fine French Apparatus, the Modelle de 
Femme, or artificial Female Figure, and a complete 


| set of life-size Anatomical Plates and Papier Mache 


Models. The Modelle is composed of artificial rep- 


of the human body, and iscapable of separation, so 
as to answer all the general purposes of actual dis- 


} 
| resentations of all the important organs and tissues 
| 


} g 2 > 
section. The Muscles, Blood Vessels, Nerves, Heart, 


Lungs, and all the Abdominal Viscera, are exhibited 


ture easily examined, 

The course will consist of seven Lectures :—An 
Introductory—the Bones and Muscles—the Circula- 
tion, Digestion and Secretion—Respiration and Ani- 
mal Temperature—the Nervons System, its vital and 
mental functions—and a Cencluding Lecture. 

Price of single Lecture, 50 cents. For the course, 
two dollars. 

Boston, June 3. 





DONATIONS. 
A Lady, So. Reading, 2 00 
Rey. E. E. Hale, Worcester, 1 00 
| Boston boy, for Prisoners, 0 05 
EF. Allen, Medfield, 0 50 
William S. Clark, Hubbardston, $1 00 
A friend of the cause, do. 
Jas. A. Waite, do. 0 50 
Caroline 'T. Waite, do. 0 50 
‘Cyrus Howe, do. 0 25 
Sumner Clark, do. 0 50 
Leonard Clark do. 0 50 
J. P. Earl, do. 0 25 
J. Raymond, do. 0 2 
C. Gates, do. 0 25 
A friend, do. 0 50 
J. G. Clark, do. o 50 
Danforth Clark, do. 0 50 
| Jacob C. Wright, do. 0 25 
A friend, do. 0 2 
William 8S. Clark, Jr., do. 0 50 
H. W. Carter, do. 0 50 
Harriet Clark, do. 0 50 
Nancy Heald, do, 0 20 
KE. R. Greenwood, do. 0 50 
kK. Woodward, do. 0 25 
Alice Marean, do. 0 25 
R. Seaver, Williamstown, 3 50 


Friend in Braintree, pair of Boots for C. 
Spear. 

Quantity of ‘Type and other Printing Ma- 
terials, from Rev. J. Prince of Dan- 
vers. ['Thanks to him for his Prince- 
ly present. ] 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 





‘ror HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM TIE HEIGHT OF HIS SANC- 
PUARY; FROM HEAVEN DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 
NEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER; TO LOOSE THOSE THAT 


ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.—Bible. 


a 
| ARG 






Ih 


UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 





NEW-YORK! Joun Burvxetr, forthe mur- 
der of George Sornberger, in March last Exe- 
cution to take place at Schenectady, on the 14th 
of July next. 

VIRGINIA! Henrer Hitt, for the murder of 
Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited till 7th of 
February, 1847. 


ARKANSAS! Marry, for the murder of his 


| sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 


NEW-YORK! ‘Truver, for the murder of 
at Whitehall. ‘Time of execution 
not known. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parker, of Serub 
Grass, for the murder of his wife. Time of ex- 
ecution not known. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE ! 


Anprew Howarp, 


' take this occasion to thank him sincerely for his donation | for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19, 1843, 


Time of execution, July 8, 1846. 


CONNECTICUT! 


Anprew P. Porter, for 


, i the murder of Lucins P. Osborn, last February. 
TREATMENT OF CRIMINALS. To be hung July $, 1846. Meng 


ft Charles Spear will lecture on the Treatment of 
| 


MARYLAND! Wo. Wueetrer, a slave, for 


murder of Andrew B. Brooks, mate of the ship | Discharged Convicts in Waltham, on Sabbath evening engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 


Ontario, of which ship Corsa wasa seaman, He | 
It was | 


was, we believe, a native of Nantucket. 
expected that he would be tried next week, as he | 


had been arraigned, and counsel assigned. 
| 


The Bee is mistaken in one particular. He was | 


not a native of Nantucket. He was born in one 


en : | 

of the Southern States, Virginia, I believe, and | 
had been a slave. He escaped from bondage, 

' 

came to Nantucket, and engaged in the whaling | 

i 


business. Probably he would have been con- 


| vieted of the murder. But he has eseaped the | 
‘ 


| 
} good workman. 


next, at half past seven o’cloek. 


A FARMER AND SHOEMAKER. 


| unknown. 


VERMONT! Escene Currrorp, for the 


| murder of his wife and child ; time of execution 


| not fixed. 


An unnsnally active colored man, who would like to 
work on a farm in summer, and at shoemaking in win- | 
17th of June. He 


ter, will want employment the isa 





"175 Te pets - ' 


A STORE-KEEPER, 


LOUISIANA! Samuen Kennepy, for the 
murder of Benjamin W. Wait, in New-Orleans ; 
time of execution not appointed, 


r » rye r . 
MAINE! ‘Tuomas Tuorn, for murder; now 


! confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of’ 


A man who is well qualific d*to keep a grocery store, | execution not fixed. 


or a boot and shoe store, wishes to be employed. He ! 
: b : : x 
is about 30 years of age. He has been the agent of | 
| others who have been much worse than himself. He | 


will doubtless do well. 
| 


murder of Simon Davis. 
fixed. 


ILLINOIS! Atonzo Pennineron, for the 


Time of execution net 














For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


THE SHELL GATHERER. 
[BY A DISCHARGED CONVICT.]} 


Though hill and dale have charms for me, 


The dark blue sea has more, 

As well when sleeping tranquilly 
As in its boisterous roar; 

At morn, at midnight, and at eve, 
Or at meridian day, 

All other scenes I love to leave, 
And to the beach away : 


At morn, when from the eastern verge, 
With cheeks of crimson flush, 

The sun looks out, and to the surge 
Imparts its waking blush; 

At eve, when from the distant boat 
Is heard the sweet guitar, 

And every breeze an angler’s note 
Brings with it from afar: 


At midnight, when the spreading sail 
Glides o’er the blue expanse, 


While shadows vast, and moonbeams pale, 


In beauteous contrast dance: 

At noon, when schoolboys ply the oars, 
Their hearts with joy brim full, 

And joyous prattling babes, by scores, 
The whispering sea shells cull. 


At this last hour, not long gone by, 
While strolling on the shore, 

A precious jewel met my eye, 
I’d never seen before: 

In every clime that man can gain, 
By freeman and by slave 

The boon has oft been sought in vain, 
From childhood to the grave. 


Thy treasure was a pretty girl, 
Asleep upon the strand, 
Her rosy cheek and auburn curl 
Were pillowed on her hand. 
Oppressed with heat, this mother’s pride 
Had made the beach her bed, 
Unconscious of the coming tide, 
Which now began to spread. 


The self-made ringlets down her brow, 
In silken fringes hung, 

And round her neck a three-fold row 
Of gathered shells were hung. 

© had the sons of genius tried 
To sketch the cherub’s face, 

Their boasted art had been defied, 
Her smile they could not trace. 


That dreaming smile no hand could dress 
In all its native hue, 

Such idol tints of loveliness 
Murillo never drew. 


Soon as she woke I raised her head, 
I gave her one fond kiss, 

And, having asked her name, she said, 
Kind sir, tis Patience Bliss. 





THE QUESTIONER—A CHANT. 
BY ROBERT NICOLL. 
1 ask not for his leneage, 
I ask not for his name— 
If manliness be in his heart, 
He noble birth may claim. 
I care not though of this word’s wealth 
But slender be his part, 
if Yes you answer, when I ask— 
Hath he a true man’s heart? 


I ask not from what land he came, 
Nor where his youth was nursed— 
If pure the stream, it matters not 
The spot from whence it burst. 
The palace or the hovel, 
Where firs his life began, 
I seek not of ; but answer this— 
Is he an honest man? 


Nay, blus') not now—what matters it 
Where first he drew his breath ? 
A manger was the cradle-bed 
Of Him of Nazareth! 
Be naught, be any, every thing— 
I care not what you be— 
If Yes you answer, when I ask— 
Art thou pr re, true, and free? 


THE RESTLESS HEART. 
A mill-stone and the human heart 
Are driven ever round; 
If they have nothing else to grind, 
They must themselves be ground. 





RETRIBUTION. 
Though the mills of God grin! slowly, 
Yet they grind exceeding small; 
Though with patience he stands waiting, 
With exactness grinds he all. 
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From the 
OUR PENITENTIARY, 
To the Editor of the Visiter: 
It is several weeks since I offered a communica- 
tion for your columns, and when many important 
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matters are pressing upon your attention, I could 
| hardly often ask a space in your paper, But as 
_a friend handed me the last Report of the Diree- 
‘tors of the Maryland Penitentiary, 1 have one or 
| two suggestions to make, which, if acted upon, 
‘may be of service to some of our fellow beings, 
and perhaps to the community at large. Directors 
say :—‘ It is desirable that all the convicts who 
can read, should be furnished with books, and it 
would be important aid in the amelioration of their 
condition and the reformation of their habits, if a 
library were connected with the institution.’ In 
addition to this, I would suggest, that it is desira- 
ble, also, that all the convicts who cannot read, 
should be instructed inthe rudiments of Jearning— 
or, at least, should be learned to read, ‘This might 
be done by some of the other convicts, or by the 
chaplains, or such other persons as might be dis- 
posed to engage in so beneficent a work. I would 
also suggest, that it might be well, in addition to 
books, to supply the convicts with suitable period- 
ical papers. About three years since, Gov. Hub- 
bard, of New Hampshire, caused the convicts in 
the Penitentiary of that State, to be regularly sup- 
plied with the ‘White Mountain Torrent,’ a tem- 
perance paper, and the ‘ Christian World,’ a well 
conducted paper printed in Boston; and this, I 
believe, was attended with salutary results. The 
tendency of these measures would be to remove 
two of the principal causes of crime—ignorance 
and intemperance. 





The suggestions made I hope will be favorably 
regarded and acted upon. I need not present in 
detail the many considerations that might be urged 
in favor of the adoption of the measures sugges- 
ted. A. Lay Preacuer. 





Noble Revenge. 


When I was a small boy, there was a black boy 
in the neighborhood, by the name of ‘ Jim Dick.’ 
Myself and a number of my play-fellows were 
one evening collected together at our usual sports, 
and begun tormenting the poor colored boy ‘by 
calling him ‘ blackamoor,’ ‘nigger,’ and other de- 
grading epithets ; the poor fellow appeared ex- 
cessively grieved at our conduct, and soon left us. 
We soon after made an appointment to go a-skat- 
ing in the neighborhood, and on the day of ap- 
pointment, I had the misfortune to break my 
skates, and could not go without borrowing a pair 
of Jim Dick. I went to him and asked him for 
them. ‘O yes, John, you may have them and 
welcome,’ was his answer. When I went to re- 
turn them, | found Jim sitting by the fire in the 
kitchen, reading the Bible. I told him J had re- 
turned his skates, and was under greai obligations 
to him for his kindness. He looked at me as he 
took the skates, and with tears in his eyes said to 
me, ‘John, don’t never call me a blackamoor 
again,’ and immediately left the room. These 
words pierced my heart, and I burst into tears, and 
from that resolved not to abuse a poor black in 
future.— Southey. 





The Great City. 

London, upon an average, the last ten years, 
has paid annually $48,840,000 in custom duties, 
or nearty half the whole amount of revenue raised 
from that department. There are 2000 merchants 
and brokers within half a mile of the Exchange. 
The water companies supply 237,000,000 hogs- 
heads every year, and the gas companies, 10,000,- 
000 cubic feet of gas every twenty-four hours. In 
1839, there were sold in Smithfield market, 180,- 
780 heads of cattle, and 1,500,000 of sheep. The 
London newspapers consume 10,000,000 stamps 
annually. The steamboats carry 10,000 passen- 
gers every day. There are 10,000 miles of rail- 
road stretching from London into every part of 
the kingdom, completed at the expense of $222,- 
000,000. ‘There are about 58 canals, which cost 
about $200,000,000. The business of the London 
bankers alone averages $333,000,000 a month! 
The wealth of mind possessed by that wonderful 
city, isnot put down by Mr. Culloch, nor the 
weight of human degradation.—Ch. Citizen. 


If you perceive a truth, strive to win it, 





Advocate of peace, be of good cheer,—your position 
is holy. 


Tue Foury or Frerrine. Two gardners, 
who were neighbors, had their crops of early peas 
killed by the frost. One of them came to condole 
with the other. ‘Ah! cried he, ‘ how fortunate? 
Do you know, neighbor, that I have done nothing 
but fret ever since? But bless me, you seem to 
have a fine healthy crop coming. What are these ?? 
‘ Why, these are what I sowed immediately after 
my loss.? ‘ What, coming up already?’ said the 
fretter. ‘ Yes,’ replied the other, ‘ while you were 
fretting, I was working.’ 





Napoleon’s Autograph, 


The late Lady Holland, has bequ:athed to the 
British Museum, a box given to her by Napoleon ; 
the bequest forms a principal part of her second 
codicil, and is to the following effect: —‘ Amongst 
the things which I chiefly value, is the box be- 
queathed to me by the Emperor Napoleon, and a 
card originally enclosed in it, bearing on one side 
a memorandum, from which it appears that the 
cameo which forms the lid of the box was presen- 
ed to Napoleon by Pope Pius VI., at Taleniino, 
in 1797, and on the other side are these words in 
the Emperor’s own handwriting—‘ L’ Empereur 
Napoleon a Lady Holland, temoignage de satis- 
faction et d’ estime.’ ‘These relics I bequeath to 
the British Museum, and desire that the box and 
card may be enclosed in a glass case and kept 
locked up, so that they may not be handled, and 
to be deposited in a room of the library of the 
Museum in which the autographs of distinguished 
persons and curiosities are kept.’ 





An Anecdote. 


An able farmer, about the time the temperance 
cause was beginning to exert a healthy influence in 
the country, said to his newly hired man, ‘ Jona- 
than, I did not mention to you when I hired you, 
that I think of doing my work this year without 
rum. How much more must I give you to do 
without ?? 

‘Oh,’ said Jonathan, ‘I don’t care much about 
it ; you may give me what you please.’ 

‘ Well,’ said the farmer, ‘I will give you a 
sheep in the fall if you will do without.’ 

‘ Agreed,’ said Jonathan. ' 

The oldest son then said, ‘ Father, will you 
give me a sheep if I will do without rum?’ 

‘Yes, Marshall, you shall have a sheep if you 
will do without.’ 

The youngest son, a stripling, then said, ‘ Fath- 
er, will you give me a sheep if I will do without, 
too?” 

* Yes, Chandler, you shall havea sheep if you 
will do without rum.’ 

Presently, Chandler speaks again: 
hadn’t you better take a sheep, too?’ 
This was a poser. He had hardly thought he 
could give it up yet ; but the appeal was from a 
source not to be disregarded. The result was, 
the demon was henceforth banished from the 
premises, to the great joy and final happiness of 
all concerned. 


‘ Father, 


The Consistent Negro. 


The leaven is still at work in all classes of soci- 
ety. In proof of this, permit me to record an oc- 
currence that took place not long since. A gentle- 
man cooper called upon a negro, who owns a fine 
farm in this neighborhood, and wished to purchase 
some stave timber. Our ‘colored’ friend inqui- 
red for what purpose he wanted it. He received 
for an answer,—‘ I have a contract for so many 
whiskey barrels.’ 

Well, sir, I have the timber to sell, and I want 
the money,’ was the prompt reply ; ‘ but no per- 
son can purchase a single stave or hoop-pole, or 
a particle of grain of me, for that purpose.’ 

Of course, Mr. Cooper was not a little ‘up in 
the back ’ to meet such a stern reproof—got mad, 
and contemptuously made up mouths at him, and 
called him a ‘ nigger.’ (Smart.) 

‘That is very true,’ mildly replied ‘ darkie.’ 
‘It is my misfortune to be a negro; I can’t help 
that ; but I can help selling my timber to make 
whiskey barrels, and I mean to do it!’ 

Ain’t that too good to be lost? Pass it round 
from pole to pole. Do you hear that,boys? Mr. 
Editor, I have had no temptation to exaggerate ; 
but have simply recorded facts as given me from 
an unquestionable source. I knew the colored 
man well, ‘The Ethiopian shall rise up in the day 
of judgment against some of the men of this gen- 
eration, in reference to this great moral and be- 
nevolent enterprise.— Ohio Temp. Organ. 





Russia. ‘The whip is to be substituted. for the 
knout in Russia. Bankrupts are to be sentenced 





to perpetual banishment in Siberia. 


One Thomas Hague, astrologer at Washing- 
tén, advertises that he can tell those who fight in the 
war between Mexico and the United States 


with a whole skin. 


The two governments could not do better than 
to employ Thomas to pick out all on both sides 
who will be in no danger of losing their lives. 
The matter will then be settled without the taking 
of human life. 








BOOKS. 
In addition to the various works on Capital Punish- 
ment, &c., the following miscellaneous collection is on 
hand for sale at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend . 


Consumption Prevented, 

Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 

A Condensed Popular View of the Evidences of Christ- 
ianity, 

Foster’s Book-Keeping, 

A New System ot Penmanship, 

Beauties of Penmanship, 

Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, 

House I Live in, by Dr. Alcott; 


Young Husband, 45 
Young Wife, re 
Young Mother, ” 


Graham’s Letters te Young Men on Charity, 
Life of Faith, by Prof. S. C. Upham, 
Interior Life, by do. 
Practice of Holiness, by do. 
Phonographic Class Book, 
Reading Lessons in do. 
Combe’s Physiology, 

Do. Phrenology, 

Do. on the Constitution of Man, 
* Do. on Diet, 

Do. on the Management of Children, 
Memoir of Howard, 

Do. of Wilberforce, 
Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 

Do. of Jonothan Walker, 
Upham’s Manual of Peace, 
Dymond on War, 


Reign of Peace, 


Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev. J. T. Sar- 
geant, 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Princ iples and the Character o! 


the Disciples, 

Parker’s Installation Sermon, 
Channing on Slavery, 
Green’s E “Xposure of Gambling, 

Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 
Law of Kindness, 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 
Hand-Book of Hydropathy, 
Facts in Hydropathy, 
Fowler’s Phrenology, 
Fowler on the Church and Religion, 
Do. on Temperance, 
Do. on Matrimony, 
Do. on Tight Lacing, 
Do. on Memory and Intellectual Improvement, 
Synopsis of Phrenology, 
Phrenologieal Guide, 
Do. Almanack, 
Advice to the Married and Single, 
Suggestions to Lovers and the Married, 
Engravings of Cassius M. Clay, Daniel O° Connell, Fa- 
ther Mathew, &c. &c. 





BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT. 
AVING opened an office (40 Cornhill) we can 
now meet the wants of our fiiends in regard to 
works on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 
lets und larger works for sale, seme of which are from 
England. Should the friends of the cause extend to us 
some little encouragement in this way, we could ufford te 
print a variety of tracts. We trust they will call and ex- 
amine for themselves. The following is a list : 
Essays on Capital Punishment. ‘By Charles Spear 
Price 62 1-2 cents. 
Irremediability of Capital Punishment. Price 4 cents. 
Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. By Charles C. Bur- 
leigh. Price 25 cts. 
A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to the Leg- 
islature of the State of New-York. By John L 
O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 
Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 
Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a let- 
ter to the Marquis ot Northampton. By John Pell. 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 
Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to the in- 
cumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 
ment. By Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. Price 6 cts. 
Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. By Robert Rantoul, Fsq 
1835. Price 25 cents. 
Letters on the Death-Penalty. addressed to his FExcellen- 
cy Gov. Briggs, and the Members of the Massachusetts 
Legislature. Price 6 cents. 


EP PS EE EE SE ET 
AGENTS, 


By E. H. 








MASSACHUSETTS. 


Isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 

T. A. Smith, Annisquam. John Bailey, New-Bedfuid 
Benj. Spinney, ‘Taunton. H. Bates, Norton. 

Capt. C.Goodspeed, Hyannis, G. Higgins, P. M. Brewster. 
S. Higgins, Orleans Rev. Mr. Clark, Truro. 
Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.S. Ha mmond, Marbleh’d. 
M. Polly, Leominster. J. A. Waite, Hubbardston. 
Nathan Wyman, Woburn, Hiram A. Morse, Holliston. 
Rev. Wm. Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham. 
Darius Smith, Weymouth. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Leonard Chase, Milford. F. K. Rowell, Manchester. 
Rufus Merrill, Concord. Rev. I. Thompson, Halifax. 
RHODE-ISLAND. 

Rev. B. Taylor, Providence. 

VERMONT. 

Rev. Mr. Sanborn, Barre. _ Eli Ballou, Montpelier. 
Haskell& Palmer, Woodstock. Dr. Spaulding, Brattleboro’. 


MICHIGAN. 





W. W. Hebbard, Adrian, 
Lenawee Co. } W. H. Gray, Kalamazoo. 


whether they will be lucky enough to come off 
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